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Our state has a great variety of fishing opportunities. Here’s a game plan for
you to take advantage of as many options as possible in the next 12 months.

by Mike GnatkowskiI don’t know of any state that has the
variety of fishing opportunities that
Michigan does. Because of this, you
need to have a game plan to take
advantage of as many options as pos-
sible. The following is a calendar that
should help in planning your angling
adventures for the next year.

JANUARY
Portage Lake Pike

Marquette County’s 9,640-acre
Portage Lake is considered one of the
best in Michigan for trophy northern
pike through the ice. “First ice seems

to be the best,” said Paul Schuster of
Dick’s Favorite Sports. Schuster sug-
gested trying the area near Pike Bay,
which produces the first safe ice by
Christmas. Later, anglers spread out
along the dropoff along U.S. Highway
41 north of Chassell and in Torch Bay
along Laminrande Shoal.

Ice conditions on Portage can be
tricky. Currents make it imperative
that you use extreme caution and
wear an inflatable flotation device.

Key is to locate isolated weedbeds
where big northerns cruise the edges
or lie in wait.

For more information, contact
Dick’s Favorite Sports in Houghton at
(906) 482-0412 or on the Web at
www.dicksfavoritesports.com.

Little Bay de Noc Walleyes
Big walleyes are the ticket once

safe ice forms in late December or
early January. Best locations are the
reefs right off Gladstone. Concentrate
on the reefs in 10 to 25 feet of water.
Start shallow and then work deeper
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PIKE
Portage Lake

Tips: Portage Lake’s
northern pike prefer
live bait. Use 6- to 8-
inch live suckers. If
live bait isn’t working,
try aggressive jigging
with flashy spoons
sweetened with a strip
of sucker meat.

TROUT
Kalkaska County

Tips: Try fishing after
dark while using a
lantern. The light will
attract minnows and
zooplankton to the
hole, and hungry trout
won’t be far behind.
Also try chumming
with corn or wax
worms to attract fish.

PANFISH
Houghton Lake

Tips: Locate the
weedbeds that should
be re-growing after
treatments in 2002.
Use dark-colored
teardrops if bright col-
ors don’t produce.
Wigglers can outpro-
duce larva for big
bluegills.

WALLEYES
Detroit River

Tips: If walleyes are
aggressive, use
Berkley Power Grubs
instead of live bait.
Use superlines to
detect light bites. Try
trolling with body
baits and pencil lead
if the water is murky.

SALMONIDS
St. Joseph

Tips: Try magnum-
sized spoons when
targeting king salmon
to imitate large adult
baitfish and to dis-
courage small coho
salmon from hitting.
Use half-cores to tar-
get chinooks in the
25- to 30-foot range.

BROWN TROUT
South Branch of

the Au Sable River
Tips: Once the hatch
ends, try blind-casting
with big moth or
mouse patterns. Big
browns will still be
cruising looking for
stray flies. Try fishing
in the early morning
after a heavy hatch. 

WALLEYES
Little Bay de Noc

SMALLMOUTHS
Cass Lake

BROWN TROUT
Manistee

LAKE TROUT
Crystal Lake

CRAPPIES
Lake Mitchell

LARGEMOUTHS
Gene’s Pond

WALLEYES
Lake Erie

WALLEYES
Saginaw Bay

PERCH
Wigwam Bay

STEELHEAD
Muskegon River

WALLEYES
Tittabawassee River

STEELHEAD
Pere Marquette

Lake
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in the morning. Reverse the process
in the evening. Jigging spoons like
Swedish Pimple, Do Jiggers and
Jigging Rapalas score. Contact: Bay
Shore Resort, (906) 428-9687,
www.bay-shore-resort.com.

Pere Marquette Lake Steelhead
Ice-anglers use Slammer tip-ups to

suspend wigglers or spawn bags in
front of cruising steelhead.
Concentrate on the marshy east end
of the lake in 5 to 10 feet of water.
Use some floaters in your bags to
suspend it just off bottom. The rain-
bows will average 6 to 10 pounds, but
fish topping 15 pounds are common.
Contact: Ludington Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau, 1-800-542-4600.

FEBRUARY
Kalkaska County Trout Lakes
“Kalkaska County has an abundance

of really nice trout lakes that don’t see
a lot of fishing pressure, especially in
the winter,” said Department of Natural
Resources fisheries supervisor Tom
Rozich. Lakes like Bear, Starvation,
Big Twin, Big Guernsey and Blue
receive regular plants of browns, rain-
bows, splake and lake trout.

The trout can be caught using a
variety of methods. Slammers or tip-

during the pre-spawn. You can catch
them then in as little as 4 feet of water.
Early and late in the day are best.
Contact: Frank’s Great Outdoors,
(989) 697-5341, www.franksgreatout-
doors.com.

MARCH
Houghton Lake Panfish

“The panfish fishing on Houghton
was phenomenal last winter,” said
Lenny Kauffman of Lenny’s Sporting
Goods in Houghton Lake. Treatments
to kill off weeds during 2002 have
eliminated a lot of the cover in which
panfish used to hide. Fewer weeds
also mean less food. Expect to catch
’gills in the 7- to 9-inch range.

The hottest panfish action on
Houghton takes place on last ice.
Kauffman said that a good location is
off Houghton Lake Heights on the
south shore. Big bluegills and sunfish
can be caught in as little as 4 feet of
water. Platter-sized crappies can be
found in slightly deeper water. Ice
remains safe well into April.

Contact: Lenny’s Sporting Goods,
(989) 422-3845.

Crystal Lake Lakers
It takes most of the winter for

9,711-acre Crystal Lake to freeze. But

ups work well for targeting bottom-
hugging lake trout. Splake, browns
and rainbows tend to suspend more
and can be caught with baits suspend-
ed below a bobber or by jigging.
Minnows, wigglers and larva all take
their share of fish. A flasher or graph
can be a big help.

Contact: Jack’s Sport Shop, (231)
258-8892.

Lake Mitchell Crappies
The black crappie population on

Wexford County’s Lake Mitchell has
exploded in recent years. Specks in
the 10- to 14-inch range are common,
and ice-anglers take limits with regu-
larity during February. Lively shiner
minnows are a top choice, but larva
works, too. Contact: Pilgrim’s Village,
(231) 775-5412.

Saginaw Bay Walleyes
Last year’s cold winter produced

ideal conditions on Saginaw Bay, and
ice-anglers hammered the big wall-
eyes. Look for some hot action from
Linwood all the way around to
Caseville. Early in the month look for
‘eyes in the 17- to 24-foot depths
straight out or a little southeast from
the Linwood Road access. Later the
walleyes will begin moving shallower

SALMONIDS
Ludington

Tips: Watch the wind,
because strong east
winds can cool
nearshore waters,
bringing fish surpris-
ingly close to shore.
Head west to deep
water when action
dies near shore at
midday.

CHINOOK
SALMON
Manistee

Tips: The full-moon
period may produce
good action at midday
when other anglers
quit. Try 20 to 40 feet
of water with big
crankbaits after mid-
month for kings head-
ing up the river. 

PIKE
Green Bay

Tips: Concentrate on
overcast, rainy days
when northern pike
are most active. Still-
fish along weed edges
with big suckers
under a bobber when
pike shun trolled stick
baits.

MUSKIES
Tahquamenon

River
Tips: Break out the
“fowl-weather” gear.
Muskie activity is at a
peak when weather is
nastiest. Pay attention to
structure like logjams,
deadfalls and stumps
that provide ambush
points for muskies.

WHITEFISH
Tawas

Tips: Try chumming
with salmon eggs or
corn to draw whitefish
in close. Best fishing
is when wave action
stirs up the bottom. Be
prepared to fish dur-
ing adverse conditions
when the action is hot
and others go home.

BLUEGILLS
Hamlin Lake

Tips: Avoid groups of
anglers and busy
activity when possi-
ble. Use electronics to
pinpoint schools of
bluegills and then
pick off fish from the
top of the school so
you don’t spook the
rest.

SMALLMOUTHS
Menominee River

STEELHEAD
Chocolay River

MUSKIES
Lac La Belle

CHINOOK
SALMON

Pere Marquette R.

LAKE TROUT
Stannard Rock

STEELHEAD
Big Manistee River

PANFISH
Lake Cadillac

LARGEMOUTHS
Fletcher

Floodwater

PINK SALMON
St. Marys River

SMALLMOUTHS
Lake St. Clair

WALLEYES
Saginaw River

LAKE HERRING
St. Marys River
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