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When it comes to fishing, the Heart of Dixie takes a back seat to no state.
Here’s a look at three dozen great angling destinations for 2004.

by Mike HandleyIf you like to fish and you live in
Alabama, you are living in the right
place. Very few spots on Earth can
offer as many angling opportunities
as the Heart of Dixie.

Regardless of the time of year, it
seems the fish are always biting some-
where — from the Tennessee River to
the Gulf of Mexico, from the
Tombigbee River to the Chattahoochee.
That said, here’s a road map to some of

the state’s best fishing destinations.
JANUARY

R.L. HARRIS RESERVOIR
Largemouths

In its heyday, Harris Reservoir
(known locally as Lake Wedowee)
yielded some unbelievable bass, some
of which topped 16 pounds. A story
even circulated a few years ago that a

17 1/2-pounder, which would have
been a new state record, was found
floating dead there.

Nowadays, however, the bass run
much smaller — though still “keep-
ers” by tournament standards. Also,
thanks to a decade-old slot limit, the
fish are growing up.

The upper portion of this
Tallapoosa River lake is mostly river
channel. The lower two-thirds, from
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Tips: The winter
drawdown has re-
arranged the habitat.
Nevertheless, fish the
standard black-and-
blue jigs in and
around the available
cover along the shore-
line.

CRAPPIE
Weiss Lake

Tips: Troll 1/32-
ounce jigs of various
colors at different
depths until you find
the papermouths,
which are staging
alongside the slopes
where deep water
meets shallow.

SPOTTED BASS
Holt Lake

Tips: Numerous tech-
niques can fool some
of the biggest spots of
the year. Try a variety
of lures until you get
these feisty battlers
patterned.

LARGEMOUTHS
Weiss Lake

Tips: While every-
body else is chasing
the crappie, those
folks throwing bigger
baits catch bigger
bass. Look for the
fish on the flats and
along contour breaks
that have stumps.

CRAPPIE
Lake Martin

Tips: The spawn is
over for most of the
papermouths, and
they are now ganging
up on submerged
brushpiles. Either
small minnows or jigs
can fool these fish.

HYBRID BASS
Wilson Lake

Tips: If you fish with
live yellowtails just
below Wheeler Dam,
the action for hybrids
can be outstanding.
Also expect to hook
largemouths, small-
mouths, stripers and
white bass.

CRAPPIE
Coosa River Lakes

SHELL-
CRACKERS

Conecuh River

COBIA
Gulf Shores

CRAPPIE
Gainesville Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Martin

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Guntersville

BOWFINS
Mobile-Tensaw

Delta

SMALLMOUTHS
Pickwick Lake

CRAPPIE
Millers Ferry 

Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Eufaula

BLUEGILLS
Monroe County

Lake

SAUGER
Tennessee River
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the power line crossing on the
Tallapoosa River arm down to the
dam, looks bassier, featuring numer-
ous creeks, sloughs and points. You
will also find standing timber, bluff
walls, clay or rocky shorelines and
points, stumps, blow-downs and
sunken roadbeds. All are perfect
places for flipping a black-and-blue
jig for some largemouth action.

During the winter months, you find
water 6 to 8 feet shallower than in
summer. So don’t base your strategy
on what’s available before the draw-
down.

Alternatives: Try fishing a jigging
spoon on most any of the Coosa River
lakes. Both bass and crappie will hit
this shiny lure. Also, now is a great
time to tie on a hair jig and go after
sauger on Wilson Lake.

FEBRUARY
WEISS LAKE

Crappie
Because the fish are scattered right

now throughout Weiss Lake, most
crappie fishermen have not yet begun
targeting them. It might be more fun
to go in March or April, when you can
anchor in one spot and fill a cooler,
but anglers willing to burn a little gas

pie. Yet savvy anglers know that it’s
also the best time of year to play tug-
of-war with the feistiest fish swim-
ming in Holt Reservoir.

This stretch of the Black Warrior
River yields phenomenal spotted
bass, especially at the onset of spring. 

Five-fish limits during tournaments
on Holt often push a whopping 30
pounds, with all of them spots!

The key to catching the fish is not
to put all of your eggs in one basket.
In four hours on the water, you should
try a variety of lures — topwater pop-
pers, floating worms, crankbaits,
Carolina-rigged lizards and spinner-
baits.

Alternatives: Don’t be surprised if
the bait shops in Greene, Sumter and
Pickens counties are sold out of min-
nows right now. The crappie fishing
at Gainesville Lake is at its peak. And
if you want quantity and quality
papermouths, drown your minnows in
Millers Ferry Reservoir.

APRIL
WEISS LAKE
Largemouths 

This mouth might be your best
chance of the year to jack the jaw of
a really big largemouth on Weiss

can get a jumpstart on a fish fry.
For starters, you have to cover a lot

more water. The best way to do this is
to troll 1/32-ounce jigs of varying
colors at different depths and speeds
until you find the combination that
entices the most strikes. Whenever we
have had two or three warm days in a
row, the conditions are perfect.

Trolling requires knowledge of the
lake’s underwater contour, unless you
want to break off a lot of jigs. Thus,
an initial sweep of the area with a
depthfinder is mandatory. Look for
deep water adjacent to long points
and flats.

Alternatives: Lake Martin is best
known for its feisty spotted bass, but
now is a great time to corral its large-
mouths in the logjams up Elkhatchee
and Wind creeks. Anglers on
Pickwick Lake, however, are target-
ing smallmouth bass.

MARCH
HOLT LAKE
Spotted Bass

Thundering turkeys and blossom-
laden dogwoods usually spur sales of
minnows, cane poles, quills and
marabou jigs at Tuscaloosa-area bait
shops as fishermen head out for crap-

CHANNEL 
CATFISH

Millers Ferry Lake
Tips: Setting out jugs
baited with crawfish is
a leisurely way to tar-
get channel cats. Place
the jugs on flats away
from the river channel,
or you may have trou-
ble finding them later. 

CARP
Jordan Lake

Tips: Entice them up
with dog food and
then drop a hook bait-
ed with a kernel of
corn into the feeding
frenzy. The fish also
take red worms or
sweetened dough
balls. 

CATFISH
Bankhead Lake

Tips: If you can throw
a cast net, you can
have a steady supply
of fresh shad for bait.
The flathead and blue
cats in this stretch of
the Warrior River will
not be able to resist
your offerings.

SPECKLED
TROUT

Perdido Pass
Tips: Hook a live
shrimp through the
horn and toss it out
into the current. Trout
are just one of the
many fish you are apt
to catch on the incom-
ing or outgoing tides.

STRIPED BASS
Smith Lake

Tips: Forget the has-
sle of using live shad
for bait. This is the
time to tie on a top-
water lure and enjoy
some explosive sur-
face strikes. 

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Guntersville

Tips: If we have three
or more warm days in
a row, find what is
left of the grassbeds
and pound them with
lipless crankbaits or
spinnerbaits.

RED SNAPPER
Orange Beach

LARGEMOUTHS
Aliceville Lake

STRIPED BASS
Lake Martin

KING 
MACKEREL
Orange Beach

STRIPED BASS
Smith Lake

CRAPPIE
Weiss Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
West Point Lake

KING 
MACKEREL

Dauphin Island

SPOTTED BASS
Jordan Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Lay Lake

CRAPPIE
Lake Martin

REDFISH
Dixie Bar
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